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The Swimming Point Logistics Base Camp was established in the summer 
of 1972 at a cost of $3 Million, to serve Gulf Oil Canada Limited drilling and 
seismic operations in the Mackenzie Delta. This location was chosen because of its 
access to the river and its central position to Gulf’s Mackenzie Delta acreage. 


Swimming Point was so named because in earlier years the domestic 
reindeer herd was moved across the river at this point from the Parsons Lake area 
to summer grazing pasture on Richards Island. Other summer pasture was later 
utilized when it was found this island would not sustain the herd. The reindeer 
corral, which was used during fall roundup until 1967, has been preserved. Within 
this corral, Dr. Larry Bliss of the University of Alberta, Department of Botany, has 
recently planted an Arctic botanical garden. 


The main base camp can provide accommodation for 52 people on a per- 
manent basis, but can easily accommodate 76 men for short periods of time. The 
camp is electric powered and is completely Hercules-trans-portable. The camp Is 
placed on piling to provide a stable foundation. 


As many as 50 motorized vehicles may be based here, the largest of which 
are the Kenworth ‘Desert Trucks’ which weigh 30 tons when empty. Large tracked 
vehicles are also based here. 


The tank farm provides storage for the fuel required for Gulf’s drilling 
and seismic operations. It consists of twelve 5000-barrel welded tanks for diesel 
fuel, one 2500-barrel welded tank for gas, and three 2500-barrel welded tanks for 
JP-4 aviation fuel. This tank farm was built on a base of 3 feet of gravel, 2 inches 
of plastic foam insulation, a plastic sheet and a further 18 inches of gravel. 
The plastic sheet was continuous under the tank base, and was brought up into 
the berm around the tank farm to make the area within the dikes impermeable so 
that in the event a spill occurs the liquid will be contained within the boundaries 
of the tank farm. 


Supplies are brought in by river barge in summer and distributed by 
trucks or tracked vehicles in winter as required at our drilling rig and seismic sites. 
The stockpile of supplies including fuel, steel pipe and drilling mud additives has 
reached a value as high as $8 Million prior to commencement of the drilling season. 


The general storage area has a 3 to 4-foot gravel cover. This gravel prevents 
the permafrost from melting and enables operations to continue on the site during 
the summer months. 


Also on this site are two large buildings. The largest at 60 x 120 feet isa 
workshop which provides space for equipment repairs and other related jobs. The 
second storehouse provides cold storage space for various small items which would 
be covered with blowing snow if left to the elements. 
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A 1700-foot long STOL airstrip has been installed so that wheeled aircraft 
can land at Swimming Point year-round. During the winter a longer airstrip is pre- 
pared from packed snow and ice which can accommodate 727 and 737 jet aircraft 
used to move freight and personnel from Edmonton. Twin Otters fly out of this 
base on a year-round basis. 


The Swimming Point Base has the latest communications equipment 
available. The telephone system which connects through CN in Inuvik gives direct 
distance dialing throughout the world. Radio operators monitor 24 hours a day on 
Gulf Canada’s private VHF radio channel and local aircraft channels. All vehicles 
are equipped with the Gulf channel radios. An NDB (Non-Directional Beacon) is 
also located at Swimming Point to ensure safe and accurate air navigation at this 
base. 


Since Swimming Point came into existence it has provided a sound base 
for Gulf Canada’s operations in the Mackenzie Delta. The sound engineering prac- 
tices that were implemented during construction of this facility have proved that 
Operations can be carried out in permafrost areas with minimal disturbance to the 
environment while still maintaining a high degree of operating efficiency. 
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